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Community Voice

What Hawaii Must Do ToWhat Hawaii Must Do To
Protect Us All FromProtect Us All From
COVID-19COVID-19
We should especially look out for those who
are most vulnerable to any work, school and
service disruptions.

As we face a growing pandemic, we want to believe that our government
is there to protect us. And yes, our current leaders have made some
positive steps: calling for social distancing, promoting general hygiene,
providing COVID-19 case updates, and convening task forces of tourism
and business industry leaders.

Yet, little has been said about the rest of us — the
48% of Hawaii who live paycheck-to-paycheck for
whom even minor work and income disruptions
may quickly cascade into homelessness and food
insecurity.

Even Bill Kristol (yes, that Bill Kristol) recently
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tweeted his support for “general relief directly to workers and families,”
saying, “the owners of capital have had a good decade and can weather a
downturn; it’s labor that deserves a strengthened safety net.”

Our government leaders would do well to listen.

As legal service providers and community advocates, we think now of our
clients and neighbors: working parents with no paid sick leave and who
need every work hour to make rent; single mothers without childcare and
whose children depend on school meals; people with disabilities who
have advocated for decades for flexible work hours and accommodations;
and families who have fled disasters to come to Hawaii and are awaiting
more secure immigration status.

We call on our government and administrative leaders to ensure that all of
us are informed, prepared, and protected as COVID-19 continues to

Hawaii’s leaders must remember to look out for our most vulnerable citizens in this time of
crisis. Pictured is the Hawaii House of Representatives on opening day of the 2019 session.

Cory Lum/Civil Beat
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spread across Hawaii. Our leaders must especially look out for those who
are most vulnerable to any work, school, and service disruptions.

Our government leadersOur government leaders
would do well to listen.would do well to listen.

These are not “others” but rather our family, friends, and neighbors. The
pandemic will only exacerbate existing vulnerabilities and widen our
health disparities and economic gaps. We need bold systemic action by
leadership to help us meet these challenges head on.

We offer these immediate actions to minimize the devastating impact that
prolonged outbreak and disruption will certainly cause.

Immediate Actions

Moratorium On EvictionsMoratorium On Evictions – From San Jose, California, to Miami, Florida,
leaders are implementing temporary moratoriums on evictions when
tenants are unable to pay rent “due to a substantial loss of income related
to the virus.”

Local sheriffs and police officers could also commit to non-enforcement of
evictions now that a state of emergency has been declared.

The Hawaii Public Housing Authority must also take immediate action on
required rent adjustments and suspend all eviction actions until this crisis
has passed.

Free Healthcare, Access To Testing –Free Healthcare, Access To Testing – While actions have been taken
by private healthcare sites to increase access to COVID-19 testing, more
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can be done. For example, Washington state’s Insurance Commissioner
issued an emergency order to waive co-pays and suspend prior
authorization requirements.

Enrollment And Outreach –Enrollment And Outreach – Again, Washington state provides the
example for swift action with a special enrollment period and broad
outreach. Protections must be provided for undocumented immigrants
seeking health services.

Unemployment Benefits –Unemployment Benefits – The simple step of waiving “work search”
requirements provides critical support for workers temporarily unable to
work due to coronavirus. Business leaders should also pledge to allow
sick or self-quarantined workers to keep their jobs.

Paid Sick Leave –Paid Sick Leave – Until our state legislators step up, business leaders
must act to protect us all by protecting their frontline workers.

Immigrant CommunitiesImmigrant Communities – Provide translations of essential messaging
in the most commonly needed languages. Hire people from those
communities to develop appropriate messages and conduct in-language
outreach.

Moratorium On Removing People From State AssistanceMoratorium On Removing People From State Assistance – This
includes SNAP, Quest, and other benefits due to lack of response or
incomplete paperwork as well as a mandatory extension of all medical re-
evaluations required of individuals with disabilities to obtain certain
benefits.

Reduce Prison Population –Reduce Prison Population – This will help avoid outbreaks that will
further strain our healthcare systems. It includes a moratorium on “sit-lie”
bans, which gives criminal misdemeanors to individuals who are poor and
on the street, often leading to jail time. Also, end pre-trial detention.

In the long-term, we must raise the minimum wage, preserve and expand
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our public housing stock, legislate family leave and sick leave for all, and
more, to take meaningful steps to protect all of Hawaii’s residents.

To be clear, these actions are the floor, not the ceiling. We offer these
beginning steps acknowledging that long-term solutions must come from
the collective wisdom of many voices — most importantly the voices of
those most affected by the hardships to come.

The Medical-Legal Partnership for Children in Hawaii is a collaboration
between the William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of
Hawaii-Manoa, and the Kokua Kalihi Valley Comprehensive Family
Services, a community health center. The MLPC’s Alicia Turlington
(medical champion), Fernando Cosio (staff attorney) and Catherine Chen
(immigration attorney) also contributed to this Community Voices.
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faamomoi1 20 hours ago

Great article that really details a very comprehensive and e!ective way to contain the
virus.
I would only add the following:
1. Atm's, Card Checkouts at Stores, etc....
     -- Placing your fingers on these buttons are a high risk for contamination, thus
Ownership must provide options to ensure citzens are not being infected.
2. State Housing Projects, Low Income Families,  thousands of children Need Food!!!
     -- Children in poverty depend on those
         meals and sometime the only healthy meals they get. Thus having "Fully-
Protected"volunteers cook the food, and deliver them once a day, just like our
kapuna service to ensure they are eating at least 1 healthy meal a day.
We need to promote hope, strength, and confidence for our youth, that shows we
care.
God Bless & "Keep the Faith, This to Shall Pass."

Localsenior 2 days ago

The tourists ignored our Governor and came anyway. They say the airlines wouldn’t
give them a refund if they didn’t come.
is this the most ine!ective government ever?
no follow through on the whole picture????

roger808808 2 days ago

Disagree with letting people who break the law go free or reducing prison population
due to corona virus.
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due to corona virus.

jaytee777 2 days ago

What we need is leadership that can make hard decisions based on common sense
not corporate greed.  It a given that our economy will take a hit.  This epidemic will
have lasting e!ects on our community.  How much people need to test positive
before we enact a lock down to break the cycle of infection?  Our governor tells non-
essential government workers to stay home to curb transmission but won't shut
down private businesses, where is the logic in that?  The inability to decisively act
may cause more damage to our community as it prolongs the state of the emergency
as well as exacerbates the potential for a healthcare crisis in which we have choose
who lives and dies (Look at Italy's situation).

timarina 2 days ago

Mahalo for such a kind and well thought out article. I agree 100% We must protect the
people. 

lauhelen 2 days ago

I am relieved to hear someone speaking up for the children who cannot speak for
themselves. For many, they do not have grandparents or relatives to step in to help.
For every grandpa who can take his grandkids to the supermarket to stock up on
food, there is a single parent who is stuck between no money and mouths to feed. I
know of two mothers in this predicament: one is a classroom cleaner and an Uber
driver; the other is a full-time Uber driver. Now, they are at home without work and it
means no income, so how are they to feed their children? They need immediate relief;
if they receive help now (items listed by the two advocates), they can fend for
themselves later. Adults forget and in arguing over what to do, they miss the point. 

Keala_Kaanui 2 days ago

Under the ADA, employess can already request accommodations which may include
tele-work and flexible hours if its necessary due to a disability and still allows the
employee to fulfill essitinal job duties.
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EsserforJustice 2 days ago

We must prioritize public health in this moment, in order to ensure public safety. 
That means minimizing COVID-19 exposure and transmissions by our law
enforcement and in our jail and prisons.  We need our leaders to take action NOW.  

CatManapua 2 days ago

It's great to say business must "step up" and provide extensive benefits to employees
but keep in mind that the hospitality industry, in particular, is on financial thin ice.
Marriott shares have dropped around 60% and Hilton more than 50% already. Some
think the hotel stocks may go to zero as these firms are bankrupted because no
travel. Bankrupted companies cannot provide employee benefits. My point here is to
try and keep cool head. Cannot ask for more than can be provided. Cannot get blood
from a turnip or a daikon. Hope for the best but your first responsibility is to take care
of yourself, not look to third parties for assistance that may, or may not, materialize.

Fred_Garvin 23 hours ago

& In reply to CatManapua

The travel industry won't last if the government adopts a  "hope for the best and
not look to third parties for assistance". But any government assistance has to
include a safety net for employees.

Walker 2 days ago

It's not clear what a "Moratorium on State Assistance" would accomplish in terms of
helping to protect against the pandemic, as it would leave vulnerable populations
with reduce financial resources.  Perhaps you intended to say "Moratorium on Kicking
People O! of Public Assistance"?  Keeping people on public assistance will help to
ensure they have su!icient financial resources to weather this storm along with the
rest of us.

DinaS. 2 days ago

& In reply to Walker

Yes, this is an editorial issue! Our original header read, "Moratorium on cut-o!s to
state General Assistance, SNAP, Quest, and other benefits..." so you are absolutely
right!  Thank you for catching this--we'll request an update.  
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Chad STAFF 2 days ago

& In reply to DinaS.

OK, I'll fix that now. Thanks.

Joseppi 2 days ago

"we want to believe our government is to protect us"
Key word is believe. Belief is based on hope of the unseen. Our Gov. is created by a
political system that is controlled by money. We need to stop believing and face
reality

"48% of Hawaii who live paycheck-to-paycheck"
The Gov. tells us there is no inflation when everyone knows the cost of living has
skyrocketed. Global corporatism has stagnated US wages competing with cheaper
wage countries.

"We o!er these immediate actions"
If there is no need to pay rent, who pays the mortgage debt?
Are we to stop enforcing laws and free law breakers when there's no jobs?
Paid sick leaves like our legislators have given themselves, and free money for
everyone sounds dreamy but that means more national debt that makes the US
dollar worth less.
In dreams money is free, in reality money is ruled by economic laws that can be
ignored for awhile, but sooner or later the world will not accept trillions of US debt as
money. That's a reality. 

Perseus 2 days ago

I would check all the boxes you recommend, and add debt forgiveness programs to
absolve the debt accrued because of this. Nothing will throw this country into a
recession more than when this is over, your landlord asking for 15,000 in back rent,
hospitals billing you for previous co-pays, and emergency stays, and the state
demanding back property taxes. Especially since it is the State ordering you to not
work. Waivings, and moratoriums are fine but it just postpones your debt for a later
date.  
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